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By Helen Moss and Fiona Fitzsimons

Irish people have long taken legend-
ary singer-songwriter Bruce Spring-
steen to their hearts. His music 
speaks to people everywhere: it is an 
authentic blend of American roots 
music with lyrics that tell a narra-
tive of the everyday lives of blue-col-
lar America. Springsteen has been a 
regular visitor to Irish shores since 
1985, when he played at Slane Cas-
tle. His appearances, backed by the 
E Street Band, are some of the best 
live shows you are likely to see. To 
celebrate Mr. Springsteen’s May 2023 

^ Figure 1 Bruce Springsteen playing in Valladolid, Spain, in August 2009. Wikimedia

concerts at the RDS arena in Dublin, 
our researchers delve into the Irish 
ancestry of “The Boss” himself.

In 2013, the year of “The Gather-
ing”, Tourism Ireland commissioned 
the Irish Family History Centre to 
research Bruce Springsteen’s Irish 
roots. His Irish immigrant ancestors 
were the Gerrity family, as well as 
Kelly, Farrell and McNicholas. In the 
1850s, the Gerrity family settled in 
Monmouth, New Jersey. This is their 
story.

Roots in Ireland

Bruce 

Springsteen:

Born in the USA,

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Springsteen_with_Telecaster.jpg
https://www.storytellerskgregory.com/blog/tuatha-de-danann
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In 1827, Christopher Gerrity (or Geraghty) and Catherine Kelly of Mountprospect were 
married in Rathangan Catholic Parish, county Kildare, Ireland. They married on 6th 
February, before the start of Lent that year. These are Bruce Springsteen’s great x 3 
grandparents.

1827 Marriage of Christopher Geraghty and Catherine Kelly

According to Christy Gerrity’s obituary, the couple had eight children born in Ireland: 
James (1828), Mary (1829), John (1830), Michael (1833), Christopher (1835), Ann (1838), 
Elizabeth (1843) and Thomas (1847). We found baptismal records for six, and evidence 
of a seventh child (Christopher) in the Rathangan Kildare school registers. Some of the 
online trees name a Catherine, born ca. 1842, but there is no baptismal record. Record 
of the eighth child, older daughter Mary Garrity, can be found in the 1860 US Census. 
Ann Geraghty, born in December 1838, is Bruce’s great-great-grandmother.

^ Figure 2 1827 – 6th February: Married Chrisr. Geraty to Cath. Kelly, Mountprospect. Wit-
nesses Michl. Neyland and Ally Kelly

1838 Baptism of Ann Geraghty

The church records gave us a townland address and parish: Mountprospect, Rathan-
gan, in county Kildare.  Our next step was to see what other documents survived for 
the district.  We discovered school registers for Rathangan Boys’ National School from 
the 1840s.  It is unusual to have registers surviving from this early date and we found 
more evidence about the Geraghty family in this source. In October of 1841, the teacher 
of Rathanan N.S. noted that brothers James (13), John (11) and Michael Geraghty (10) 
entered the school. [1] The Geraghty boys were living in Mountprospect townland and 
their father’s occupation was given as “carrier”. 

^ Figure 3 1838 - 2nd December: Baptised Ann [of] Chr Geraty [and] Cath[erine] Kelly  Kilte-
han, Sponsors Catherine Niell[?]

A carrier was a haulier; he transported people, goods and livestock. Mountprospect is 
situated on the Grand Canal, the southern route that linked the Liffey river in county 
Dublin to the Shannon in the West, Ireland’s longest river. After 1779, when the Canal 
opened, it became easier to transport raw materials from farms and local businesses 
in Kildare to Dublin City. Christopher probably carried goods from the local district to 
the canal boats, and collected merchandise sent from Dublin to the town of Rathangan.  

The school registers showed the three Geraty brothers remained at school until Sep-
tember 1845.  They gave their reason for leaving as “working”.  

^ Figure 4  Rathangan Boys’ National School September 1845 school register shows the Ger-
aghty boys leaving school to work

It is noteworthy that the Geraghty parents kept their sons at school after their eleventh 
birthday, the age at which most Irish children were withdrawn to enter the adult world 
of work. In 1845, the two older boys, James and John, would have been 17 and 15 respec-
tively, and Michael was about twelve years old, judging by his baptismal register. The 
fact that their parents kept the children at school for longer than usual suggests that 
they valued education as important to their future. 

^ Figure 5  Rathangan Boys’ National School register of June 1847 records the two younger 
Geraghty boys transferring to another school

We noted two further entries in the Rathangan National School register: in November 
1846, Michael Geraghty re-entered the school aged 13, along with his eleven-year-old 
brother Christy Geraghty, who started school for the first time. The brothers were re-
corded as still living in Mountprospect and their father’s occupation was again given as 
“Carrier”.  In June of 1847, they were taken out of the school; the reason given was that 
they were “sent to another S.[school]”.  

The Geraghty family survived the Famine, but their future lay overseas. In 1851, Chris-
topher Geraghty left Ireland for America, to search for the most likely place for the 
family to settle. He sailed aboard the “Favorite”, part of the Tapscott American Packet 
shipping line.

“… the salt of exile…” - In a bad light, Eavan Boland
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“American Packets” were medium-sized ships, transporting passengers and freight across 
the Atlantic. Onboard accommodation was minimal; the duration of the voyage could de-
pend on the weather. Christy Geraghty was one day’s sailing from Newfoundland when a 
storm at sea “carried away the main mast”. The ship was forced to turn back and, after a 
perilous journey, docked at Liverpool. Christy Geraghty re-embarked, this time aboard the 
Mary Carson. We find Christy Geraghty (Chris Garritty) aged 46, in the passenger lists. [2] He 
was travelling with an Edward Garritty, aged 27. Edward was too old to be Christy’s son, but 
may have been a nephew. On 23 May 1851, the Mary Carson arrived in the port of New York.

^ Figure 6 We cannot find a ship named “Favorite”, which Christopher Geraghty reportedly 
sailed on initially, in contemporary newspapers but can find references to “Tapscott Favour-
ite Line”, referring to a list of ships travelling across the Atlantic

^ Figure 7 Christopher Geraghty (46) and Edward (27), a possible nephew, on the passenger lists of the Mary Carson

During his first six months in America, Christy Geraghty worked as a longshoreman. In 
1851, he “fell in” with Daniel H. Ellis. Ellis employed Geraghty on his farm at Manalapan, in 
Monmouth, New Jersey. Christy appears to have found work as a carrier on the stage coach 
and wagon train routes connecting Monmouth county.

“... [B]y patient saving, [Christy] purchased a small house and lot on Mulberry 
St. in Freehold, and… sent to Ireland for his wife and … children” 
-  Christy Geraghty obituary, published in the Monmouth Democrat, 28 August 1884 

Meanwhile, Catherine and the surviving Geraghty children were at home in Kildare, Ireland. 
In late summer 1853, we see Catherine Geraghty identified in the land-tax record Griffith’s 
Valuation as the householder of lot 4b Mount Prospect.  We are lucky to have this record, as 
the family left Ireland within months of its being made.

^ Figure 8 Summer 1853 Griffith’s Valuation record for Catherine Geraghty
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Catherine Geraghty sublet lot 4b from 
Walter Tyrrell, comprising a house and 
outhouse or farm buildings with a 10 shil-
ling valuation. The low valuation indi-
cates a house built of cob (clay mixed with 
rushes), probably whitewashed to protect 
against the elements, with one or two 
rooms. (Fig. 9)

^ Figure 9 This near-contemporary 1854 drawing of a 10s house in Geashill, county Offaly, 
from Digby Estate records resembles Catherine Geraghty’s house as recorded in her Griffith’s 
Valuation entry

^ Figure 10 These gates mark the approximate entrance to where the Geraghty house stood, 
close to the road in Mountprospect, co. Kildare

The Geraghty house is no longer stand-
ing. The evidence of the Valuation Office 
records is that it was “down” by 1887. The 
cob house appears to have “melted” back 
into the landscape, there are no remains 
on site, and the foundations lie hidden in 
a field given over to agriculture. (Fig. 10)

Monmouth, New Jersey
After three years living apart, the Geraghty 
family must have been overjoyed to be togeth-
er again in New Jersey. They began to make 
plans for their future. Around this time, Chris-
ty Geraghty secured a contract with the U.S. 
Post Office to carry the mail from Freehold to 
New York. In September 1853, Christy sent in 
his declaration of intent to naturalise as a U.S. 
citizen. 

The family’s happiness was short lived – in 
1855, Mrs. Catherine Geraghty died, still in her 
40s.  Life is for the living and so, in or around 
1858, Christy Geraghty remarried and started 
a second family: Ellen (b. 1859); Jane (b. 1864); 
David Daniel (b. 1865); Thomas (b. 1867); and 
Theresa (b. 1868). He remained close to the 
adult children of his first marriage. 

In the 1860 Census, we find daughter Mary 
Garrity (30 years old) living with her father, his 
new wife and infant daughter.  Another mar-
ried daughter, Mrs. Ann Fitzgibbon, lived next 

Freehold NJ to New York 
Mail service

In 1836, a daily stage line between 
Freehold and New York was estab-

lished. The service connected “stag-
es” [stage-coaches] from all parts of 
Monmouth county, to a steamboat 
that sailed from Middletown Point, 

New Jersey, to Keeler’s Dock at the 
foot of Robinson Street, New York. 
Christy's contract lasted until 1st 

January 1876, when the Post Office 
Department cut off the steamboat 

part of the route. [3]

The service ran Tuesday to Saturday, 
with a passenger fare offered at 

50c. “The steamer made only one 
trip a day and carried the mail…. 
In the winter, the boat was often 
frozen in the ice and had to be 

chopped out.” [4]

door to her father for the rest of his life, as demonstrated by the 1860, 1870 and 1880 U.S. 
Census, suggesting their close bond also. [5] Ann was Bruce’s great-great-grandmother.

Ann Geraghty (1838-1923)
Ann Geraghty was about 15 years old when she reached America, making her another  
immigrant ancestor. About 1856, Ann Geraghty married John Fitzgibbon: their children 
were Catherine (born ca. 1858); Margaret (or “Mary E.”, born ca. 1861); John (born ca. 
1863); James (born ca. 1865); Annie (born ca. 1867 ) and Emma (born 1870). In 1871 John 
Fitzgibbon died, leaving a large family and a young widow. 

In 1873, Ann Geraghty Fitzgibbon married Patrick Farrell, and had twin daughters Ame-
lia and Jennie Farrell.

1873 Marriage of [widow] Ann Fitzgibbon to Pat Farrell

^ Figure 11 Marriage register September 1873, St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Freehold, New Jersey
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Married 8th September 1873 Patrick Farrel shoemaker of Freehold, son 
of Patrick Farrel and Catherine Denny
TO
Anne Fitzgibbon, daughter of Christopher Geraty and Catherine Kelly.
Witnesses, Patrick McMahon & Bridget Canon

When Mrs. Ann Farrell died on 3rd 
Oct 1923, her married daughter, Jennie 
McNicholas (née Farrell), registered 
her mother’s death. Jennie was Bruce’s 
great-grandmother.

”

“

Music as a family tradition

Music played a huge role in Christy Ger-
aghty’s life; he was a keen musician and 
played the fife.   According to his 28th 
August 1884 obituary in The Monmouth 
Inquirer, he was described by those that 
knew him as 

“a good fifer… always willing to do the 
fifing for any thing that came along”.

The fife is a high-pitched wind instrument, 
easy to carry. It is not improbable that it 
was part of Christy’s luggage on his jour-
ney to America. In Ireland, he would have 
been regularly called upon to play at local 
events – dances, marriages, wakes and po-
litical meetings. In America, Christy was 
said to have played for Captain Mount’s 
“Monmouth Blues”. He was also called on 
to provide music at political meetings, in 
processions and at picnics.

Christy Geraghty, born 1806 in Rathangan, 
Kildare, died on 25th August 1884 in Free-
hold township, New Jersey, US. His obitu-

ary in the Monmouth Democrat paints a 
picture of a musician, a man very involved 
in the community he settled in, and some-
one with a keen interest in politics.

 “He always took a warm interest for 
the success of the Democratic party, 
and down to a recent period played 
the fife, with a drum accompani-
ment, at the head of all the demo-
cratic processions of the town, and 
in this capacity his face became fa-
miliar and his fame went abroad 
throughout the country.” (Fig. 12 & 13)

Christy Geraty, who made his way to 
America in the time of hardship after the 
Great Irish Famine (1845-52), could hardly 
have imagined that his great (x3) grandson 
Bruce Springsteen would become a musi-
cian of world renown, but it is tempting to 
think that, as a fellow musician, he would 
have got a kick out of it. < Figures 12 & 13 Monmouth Democrat 

obituary for Christy Geraghty, 28 August 
1884
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